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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant's "Amendment under 37 C.F.R. § 1.111" filed on August 30, 2005 has 
been considered. 

New claims 33-36 are added. Claims 1-36 remain pending and an action of 
merits of these claims follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 6,314,406 to O'Hagan et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,926,325 to 
Benton et al. 

Regarding claims 1, 4, 7, and 10, O'Hagan discloses a commodity order issuing 
and accepting method, system and apparatus comprising: 

• providing an order issuing device of electronic communications (customer 
information terminal or portable transaction computer 14, col. 6, lines 51-58); 

• providing an order accepting device capable of electronic communications 
(merchant's host computer 12, col. 6, lines 51-53); 



Application/Control Number: 09/782.01 7 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3627 

• the requesting a first electronic document comprising first input fields for 
accepting order issuer information and for accepting commodity order issuance 
information except for an order issuer's payment date from the order accepting 
device (col. 15, lines 40-49; Figures 14-15; col. 16, lines 48-61; col. 17, lines 1- 
36); 

• the transmitting the first electronic document from the order acceipter side to the 
order issuing device (col. 16, lines 16-20; col. 16, lines 23- 26; col. 17, lines 1- 
36); 

• the inputting the order issuer information and the commodity order issuance 
information except for the order issuer's payment date to the first input fields on 
the order issuing device (col. 15, lines 40-49; col. 16, lines 48-61; col. 17, lines 1- 
36; Figures 16-17); 

• the transmitting the order issuer information and the commodity order issuance 
information except for the order issuers' payment date from the order issuer side 
to the order accepting device (col. 15, lines 40-49; col. 16, lines 16-20; col. 16, 
lines 23- 26; col. 17, lines 1-36; Figures 16-17); 

• the retrieving a transaction condition corresponding to the commodity order 
issuance information on the order accepting device (col. 17, lines 37-56; Figure 
18); 

• the transmitting a second electronic document on which the transaction condition 
is described (Figures 19a-19b; col. 17, line 57 - col. 18, line 20). 
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However, O'Hagan does not explicitly disclose inputting the order issuer's 
payment date and transmitting the order issuer's payment date. O'Hagan does disclose 
that when a customer is shopping, he or she will pay the lower of the price the product 
is being offered at the store or the quoted price as long as the customer is in the time 
frame (col. 28, lines 45-48). When a customer shops, the products or items chosen by 
the customer are logged or recorded (col. 23, lines 41-42). The logged information 
include the product identification, the time the product was added to the list, the price, 
data relating to how long the price quote for the product will remain in effect, data 
relating to he time of purchase of the product, and data relating to what the customer 
paid for the product (Figure 32; col. 23, lines 42-52). 

Benton, on the other hand, teaches the inputting the order issuer's payment date 
and transmitting the order issuer's (buyer) payment date (col. 9, lines 51-54; col. 16. 
lines 30-32; col. 16, lines 38-42). Benton teaches a system and method for carrying out 
funds data transfer between buyers and sellers in a common location, a local mode of 
operation, or at different locations in a remote mode (col. 2, lines 50-52; col. 2, lines 59- 
61 ). Benton further teaches the prompting of the buyer to enter the date and time of the 
proposed transaction (col, 16, lines 38-40). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the method, system, and apparatus of 
O'Hagan, to include the inputting and transmitting of the order issuer's payment date, as 
taught by Benton, in order to provide the buyer payment options (Benton col. 16, lines 
30-33). 
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Regarding claims 2, 5, 8, and 11, O'Hagan discloses calculating a reduced price 
corresponding to the transaction condition (col. 21, lines 15-16; Figure 32; col. 23, lines 
42-52; col. 28, lines 45-50; col. 32, lines 1-3). 

Regarding claims 3, 6, 9, and 12, O'Hagan discloses transmitting a third 
electronic document on which the reduced price is described and which has means for 
imputing an authentication to said order issuing device; activating the means for 
inputting the authentication; and transmitting information representing that said means 
for inputting the authentication ahs been activated to said order accepting device (col. 
17, lines 20-56; col. 28, lines 44-56). 

Regarding claims 13-20, O'Hagan substantially discloses the claimed invention, 
however, it does not explicitly disclose the order issuer's payment date is a proposed 
payment date and is manually entered by a user. O'Hagan does disclose that when a 
customer is shopping, he or she will pay the lower of the price the product is being 
offered at the store or the quoted price as long as the customer is in the time frame (col. 
28, lines 45-48). When a customer shops, the products or items chosen by the 
customer are logged or recorded (col. 23, lines 41-42). The logged information include 
the product identification, the time the product was added to the list, the price, data 
relating to how long the price quote for the product will remain in effect, data relating to 
he time of purchase of the product, and data relating to what the customer paid for the 
product (Figure 32; col. 23, lines 42-52). 

Benton, on the other hand, teaches the order issuer's payment date is a 
proposed payment date and is manually entered by a user (col. 9, lines 51-54; col. 16, 
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lines 30-32; cxdI. 16, lines 38-42), Benton teaches a system and method for carrying out 
funds data transfer between buyers and sellers in a common location, a local mode of 
operation, or at different locations in a remote mode (col. 2, lines 50-52; col. 2, lines 59- 
61 ). Benton further teaches the buyer to elect to carry out the transaction immediately 
or prompting of the buyer to enter the date and time of the proposed transaction (col. 
16, lines 38-40). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the method, system, and apparatus of 
O'Hagan, to include the order issuer's payment date is a proposed payment date and is 
manually entered by a user, as taught by Benton, in order to provide the buyer payment 
options (Benton col. 16, lines 30-33). 

Regarding claims 21-32, O'Hagan discloses HTML format (col. 7, lines 14-17), 
Internet (col. 3, lines 2-4), and a transaction condition is a formula related to a 
commodity transaction (Figures 18; 19a-19b; col. 17, lines 19-56). 

Regarding claims 33-36. O'Hagan substantially discloses the claimed invention, 
however, O'Hagan does not explicitly disclose the order issuer's information is at least 
one of an order's issuer's name, an order issuer's address and an order issuer's 
telephone number. O'Hagan discloses customer ID number (col. 14. lines 62). 

Benton, on the other hand, the order issuer's information is at least one of an 
order's issuer's name, an order issuer's address and an order issuer's telephone 
number (col. 10, lines 4-9), 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify O'Hagan, to include the order issuer's 
information is at least one of an order's issuer's name, an order issuer's address and an 
order issuer's telephone number, as taught by Benton, in order to identify the buyer 
(order issuer) to the system, so as to differentiate from other systems and communicate 
using a common protocol (Benton, col. 9, line 68- col. 10, line 4). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed August 30, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant's remark that "O'Hagan does not disclose or suggest at least the 
claimed first electronic document comprising first input fields for accepting order issuer 
information, and Benton does not cure this deficiency. Therefore, the Examiner has 
failed to make a prima facie case of obviousness." 

The Examiner notes that O'Hagan does disclose or suggest the claimed first electronic 
document comprising first input fields for accepting order issuer information. O'Hagan 
discloses a customer information terminal (GIT) which includes an operator input device 
in from of an integrated contact panel overlaying the display which enables a user to 
enter data, information, function commences etc. (col. 7, lines 51-54). The user (order 
issuer) may input information via virtual key buttons (col. 7, lines 54-55). O'Hagan 
discloses a main menu page (a first electronic document) which includes a plurality of 
labeled buttons (Fig. 14, ref. no. 480-486), that if user (order issuer) activated, 
generates a link request for a selected sub menu page corresponding to the selected 
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button (col. 15, lines 14-17). These claims were given the broadest reasonable 
interpretation in an effort to reduce the possibility that these claims, once issued, will be 
interpreted more broadly than is justified. See In re Prater, 415 F2.d 1393, 1404-05, 
162 USPQ 541, 550-551 (CCPA 1969). 

Such enabling a user to enter data and information; and a main menu page with 
a plurality of labeled buttons which if user activates, generates a link are considered 
"first electronic document comprising first input fields for accepting order issuer 
information". 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 6247,047 to Wolff disclose a method and apparatus for 
facilitating computer network transactions. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Thein whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6764. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alex Kalinowski can be reached on 571-272-6771 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomriation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Mtot 

November 16, 2005 




